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The prolonged applause of squire, gamekeeper and labourer alike showed an understanding and an appreciation of the warning.
Mr. Baldwin can scarcely have had any idea in 1909 of how long the "stricter tenets of Cobdenism" would take to die. He perhaps failed to see to how many stratagems strong vested interests would resort before they abdicated. At a time when he did not aspire to the highest office he could not have believed that the defeat of Free Trade would only be accomplished in blood and tears. To have had his own career sidetracked at the first attempt by the irrelevancy of Chinese slavery was not a sufficient lesson. At that moment the House of Lords was to be the dupe. The remnants of a class unbiassed in the cause of public service were not to be allowed to save the defenceless masses from their friends. They had committed the offence of using their right to reject the Budget of Mr. Lloyd George. A duke, apparently, had no right to interfere when a labourer was being bribed by an employer with a cheap meal to place himself in the hands of an insurance official and a sanitary inspector whom normally he would have thrown into the village pond. In such a manner were the truths of the Tariff issue obscured.
Mr. Baldwin was exceptional by his consistency and kept the real issue clear in his own mind. He attacked the Land Tax which became the next diversion. The incomes which well-known people derived from ground rents had been bandied about with all the impropriety which became the demagogue. There was supposed to be something odious about unearned increment. The idea of a ground rent falling in would inflame a mob. The world always wanted rich men until, as Samuel Butler pointed out, it had them, although the psychological explanation of the pre-War Liberal was probably that he could not trust others, who had learned the art of spending money, when he in the same circumstances would only have become a vulgarian. If the industrial speculator valued his contri-